Before I started work on my project, I slowly went through the process of finding something I wanted to do for my project.  I worked at several projects, but these for the most part did not factor into my decision.  The only thing I noticed was that building projects seem to have the most turnout and seem to keep people interested for longer periods of time.  Cleaning and organizing projects have a tendency to have few people show up when many more are needed.  I noticed this when for my life scout project, two or three other scouts outside my family showed up for it.  So I started looking for a building project by asking around to people I knew.  When I asked my middle school principal, she suggested two ideas.  One was to refurbish and get new picnic tables, and the other was to build mobile nurse stations.  I went with the first and made a basic plan of what I thought this should entail.

This is it reproduced below:

I plan to restore the picnic tables and assemble new ones for Hand Middle School.  Restoring the old ones will include sanding of the old paint and priming them.  The new tables will be purchased, primed, and assembled.  All tables will then be painted.

The group that will benefit is Hand Middle School, located at:

2600 Wheat St.

Columbia, SC 29205

It will benefit them by giving the students some new tables that are solid to eat on.  Also it will allow the older tables to last longer than they will in their current condition.

Currently many of the older tables are falling apart (some are severely warped, broken, or missing pieces).  The goals are to fix the salvageable tables, build new ones, prime the tables for painting, and then paint them.

Fixing the older tables will mostly involve sanding down the older tables that are not too badly damaged to prepare them for priming.  Before the new tables are assembled they will be primed.  After all the tables are primed I will wait a week to assemble the new tables, and then paint all the tables that have been primed.

I think I will spend somewhere around 40-50 hours planning and preparing for the project, and about 10 hours actually doing the project with at least 15-20 scouts working with me.  The project will occur on 2 different days to let the primer dry on the tables.

Day 1:

From 8-10 a.m. the scouts will be directed to sand the old tables.

From 10-11:30 a.m. the scouts will start to prime the old tables.

From 11:30 a.m. – 12 p.m. the scouts will eat lunch.

From 12-1 p.m. the scouts will finish priming the old tables and prime the new table parts.

Day 2:

From 8-10:30 a.m. the scouts will build the new tables.

From 10:30-11:30 a.m. the scouts will begin to paint the tables.

From 11:30 a.m. – 12 p.m. the scouts will eat lunch.

From 12-1 p.m. the scouts will finish painting the tables.

The materials needed for the project are primer, paintbrushes, sanders/sandpaper, screwdrivers, wrenches, other hand tools, paint, food, and water.  The main things to get are the new picnic tables.  The cost estimate for materials is pending along with the funds for the work (either PTO funding or fundraiser).

-Stan Adkins

